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In Über Sinn und Bedeutung, indexicals and demonstratives played no role. Later, in 
Der Gedanke, Frege merely sketched a way to incorporate them into his theory of 
sense and reference. No wonder that critics wondered whether such an incorporation 
could really be successful (Kaplan [1977] 1989, Perry 1977). 
It was Gareth Evans, a British philosopher, who forcefully objected: »A Fregean 
approach to demonstrative expressions is essentially correct«. The account that 
Evans eventually developed deviates from Frege's sketch to a considerable degree; 
thus, it was called a neo-Fregean approach later (see Kripke 2008 and Künne 2010: 
III.2.5 for interpretations which are closer to Frege's words). Evans' central insight is 
that sentences containing certain referring expressions require »information-based 
thoughts« for their understanding. Indexicals and demonstratives are his favoured 
example. His basis intuition is as follows: 
»[I]f a speaker utters the sentence 'This man is F', making a demonstrative reference to a 
man 
in the environment he shares with the hearer, the hearer can understand the remark only if 
he perceives the man concerned, and, bringing his perceptual information to bear upon his 
interpretation of the remark, judges 'This man is F': that's what the speaker is saying'« 
(Evans 
1982: 306). 

In an ordinary utterance situation, understanding indexicals and demonstratives 
requires a link to information the hearer gathered from this situation. It is this fact, an 
analysis of these expressions has to cope with first and foremost. 
I will reconstruct Evans' account along these lines, contrast it with the Kaplan- 
Perry approach and compare it to the further development in Recanati (2012). 
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